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EDITORõS NOTE          

 

 

The world is in turmoil and it seems that the 

world of roses has its issues too.  

 

Recently, I received an email from Silvia 

Fineschi. The daughters of Professor 

Gianfranco Fineschi are looking for rosarians 

who want to preserve the rose varieties in the 

collection at Cavriglia. They are not able to 

maintain the garden anymore and want to find 

guardians who are willing to preserve the 

valuable rose heritage. 

 

óChampneysô Pink Clusterô is an important rose 

as it is the ancestor of the Noisettes class. Erich 

Unmuth is concerned that it cannot be found in 

Europe and is looking for a way to bring it back 

into cultivation. See the latest update about this 

endeavour. 

 

Galyna Mykytynets and her family had to leave 

their house and beautiful garden with many  

roses due to the Russian occupation of a part  

of Ukraine. In the west of Ukraine they started 

from scratch a new garden proving that the love 

and passion for plants can make wonders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 óNiphetosô, a Tea rose, bred in 1835, sensitive  

to frost is still grown in protected spaces by 

rosarians who appreciate her beauty. 

 

Robert Ardini shares his thoughts on the 

conservation of modern roses that will one day  

be considered historic. 

 

The Scots roses had their heyday in the first part of 

the 19th century but Mary McMurtrie's óScots Roses 

of Hedgerows and Wild Gardensô book with her 

beautiful paintings may convince you to consider 

having them in your gardens. 

 

An article written by Rudolf Geschwind in 1894 

provides insight into the breeders' thoughts on the 

black rose. 

 

With roses we can make the world a better place! 

Angela Bokor  
Romania  
WFRS Vice-President for Europe 
angela1710@hotmail.co.uk 
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Become a guardian of the rose heritage at the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Become a Guardian of the Rose Heritage at Gianfranco 

and Carla Fineschi Botanical Rose Garden 

Established in 1994 in Cavriglia, Italy, the garden was created to preserve the biodiversity and 

genetic heritage of the genus Rosa.  

This extensive garden comprises all classes of roses, including species, historic and modern 

varieties. While the historic roses are the garden's main feature, it is also home to modern varieties 

not found in other collections. 

Since Professor Gianfranco Fineschi passed away, his daughters have maintained this valuable 

collection. Unfortunately, they are no longer able to do so and are now looking for gardeners who 

would like to become óguardiansô of Cavriglia's rose heritage. Those willing to preserve this genetic 

heritage will receive budwood for propagating the varieties. 

I hope that the world of rosarians will give this valuable collection a chance of survival. If you are 
interested, please contact me at angela1710@hotmail.co.uk or the Fineschi Rose Garden directly at 
info@rosetofineschi.it. 
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ôNiphetosõ (Tea Rose, Bougère, 1835) 

                                                                                       Erich Unmuth 

 

Delicate blossoms ï robust shrubs: 
characteristics that have long delighted people, 
especially when it comes to pure white roses. 
 
Think of the Alba roses  e.g. óJeanne d'Arcô 
(Vibert, 1818) ï powerful, indestructible shrubs, 
tall climbing rambler roses e.g.. óMr. Nickelbyô 
(Scarman, 2005), powerful climbing roses 
óWhite Flightô (Koster, 1923) or repeat-flowering 
modern shrub roses such as óSchneewittchenô 
(syn. Iceberg, Kordes, 1958), which, when in full 
bloom, fully lives up to its English name 
óIcebergô. 
 
Around 1830, almost 200 years ago, two pure  

white flowering roses were bred that are still for 
many rose lovers the epitome of the ówhite roseô 
today. To this day, they are admired and planted 
by them worldwide: óMadame Hardyô (Hardy, 1831) 
and óNiphetosô (Boug¯re, 1835). Their contrast 
impressively demonstrates the great diversity of 
our cultivated roses. 
 
Robust growth, dense thorns, rough foliage, 
upright, perfectly shaped, centifolia-like (full 
quartered) flowers, high frost resistance in  
'Mme. Hardy' ï delicate, fragile growth, few thorns, 
glossy foliage, nodding, tea rose-like flowers, frost-
sensitive, that is óNiphetosô  [1].    
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Alba Rose, óJeanne DôArcô (Vibert,1818) 

 

 
Rambler, óMr. Nickelbyô (Scarman, 2005) 

 
Damask/Centifolia, óMadame Hardyô (Hardy, 1831) 

 

 

 

 
Climber, óWhite Flightô (Koster, 1923) 

 

 
Modern Shrub, óSchneewittchenô ( syn. óIcebergô, Kordes, 1958) 
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                 óMarechal Nielô (Castel, 1857) 
                      Ungarische Rosenzeitung 1892 

 
ó        Niphetosô (this illustration is intended to show  
         the shape of the rose rather than its colour) 

 

óNiphetosô was first mentioned in the Memoires 
de la Société d'Agriculture, Sciences et Arts 
d'Angers, 1836. Together with two other tea 
roses, óNiphetosô was described there as follows: 
 
óôCulture de M. Bougère, jardinier-fleuriste. 
(Faubourg Gauvin.) 
Niphetos (Thé). Buisson assez vigoureux. 3 à 5 
folioles ovales, petites. 
Pédoncule quadrangulaire, hispidule. Fleur de  
3 po. de diam. [8.1 cm], pleine bien faite, 
d'un blanc pur. Pétales extérieurs larges, ceux du 
centre étroits et comme chiffonnés. Première 
floraison 1835. Très belle fleur, remarquable par 
sa blancheur éclatante.ôô 
 
Raised by M. Bougere, gardener, florist. 
(Faubourg Gauvin.) 
Niphetos (Tea). Fairly vigorous bush. 3 to 5 
small oval leaflets. Quadrangular, slightly hairy 
peduncle. Flower 3 inches in diameter [8.1 cm], 
full and well formed, pure white. Outer petals 
broad, central petals narrow and somewhat 
crumpled. First flowering in 1835. Very beautiful 
flower, remarkable for its brilliant whiteness. 
(Trans. Erich Unmuth) 
 

Foubourg-Gauvin is a district of Angers (the 
region of Angers remains one of the centres of 
ornamental plant cultivation in France to date).  
 
Little is known about Mr. Bougère today; even his 
first name is unknown. His business primarily 
focused on the cultivation of pelargoniums, 
ranunculus and citrus plants. Some rose varieties 
are known by name, but they did not become 
widespread and are now lost. 
 
His óNiphetosô, on the other hand, proved itself in 
the 19th century alongside óMarechal Nielô 
(Castel, 1857) as a forcing and cut rose. 
 
Sixty years after it first bloomed, the ñDeutsche 
Rosenzeitung wrote in 1894: 
Niphetos, the ñwhite Nielò. In recent years, the 
cultivation of this highly prized rose has made 
great strides... Now it cannot be grown enough... 
Thousands of Niphetos plants are in demand... 
Since the year of its introduction, it has taken an 
undisputed first place among all white roses and 
will continue to hold this position for a long time to 
come in many respects. (Trans. Erich Unmuth) 
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At this time, a large number of illustrations can 
be found in the important periodicals of the day ï 
Deutsche Rosenzeitung, Journals des Roses, 
Ungarische Rosenzeitung/ Rosza Ujsag ï which 
emphasise the beauty and elegance of this 
rose's blooms. 
 
In William Paul's book ñThe Rose Gardenò, 
which has been reprinted repeatedly over the 
decades, óNiphetosô is listed among the 
recommended ñwinter rosesò. And it is precisely 
this, its reliable flowering around the turn of the 
year, that makes óNiphetosô so popular even 
today. 
 
[1] There is a wonderful essay by Martin Stott 
about Madame Hardy here: Who was Mme 
Hardy? | Storyteller Garden. In general: Martin 
Stott's blog regularly features exciting stories 
and interesting facts for rose lovers. 
 

 
óNiphetosô -Ungarische Rosenzeitung. 1893 with 
óSouvenir dôAlexander Petºfiô  (Zsednyicsek, 1888)  
and óDanmarkô (Zeiner-Lassen, 1890) 
 

 

 
óNiphetosô - Deutsche Rosenzeitung, 1894 with  
óPapa Gontierô (Nabonnand, 1882), óComtesse de 
Frigneuseô (Guillot, 1885) and óBaronne Henriette de 
Loewô (Nabonnand, 1888) 

 

 
óNiphetos; -Ungarische Rosenzeitung, 1892 with óMlle. 
Franziska Kr¿gerô (Nabonnand, 1873) and óSouvenir 
de Spaô (Gautreau, 1872) 

 

https://storytellergarden.co.uk/who-was-mme-hardy/
https://storytellergarden.co.uk/who-was-mme-hardy/
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                                                              óNiphetosô                                                  (photos: Erich Unmuth) 
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We all knew the day would come. Time would 
pass and the world community would someday 
be faced with the task of determining which 
modern roses, if any, were worthy of 
conservation. Generally accepted rules governing 
the conservation of old garden (non-modern) 
roses are clear - cultivars should be grown in 
three nurseries, displayed in three public 
gardens, and grown in 30 private gardens - but 
do these guidelines translate to modern roses?  
 
And, perhaps even more important, with the 
nearly unlimited number of modern varieties, how 
do we choose the cultivars worthy of 
conservation? Now, on the cusp of the quarter 
century, this seems like an ideal time to continue 
this conversation and, at least, agree on a list of 
what to conserve - before it's too late. I say 
"continue" because I am not the first rosarian to 
pontificate on this subject. However, I'd like to 
think that this article advances the conversation 
in some small way. 
 
Let's start with the easy part - that widely 
recognized minimum criteria necessary to save 
an endangered plant: 
 Å grown in three nurseries.  
Å displayed in three public gardens. 
 Å grown in 30 private gardens.  
 
That criteria has proved reasonably successful in 
the conservation of old garden roses, so I see no 
reason why it wouldn't work as well for modern 
roses.  
Now for the hard part - the selection of cultivars 
worthy of conservation. We have many variables 
to consider. I will list all that have come to mind, 
and then I will 'go out on a limb' and dare to 
suggest my 'wish list' of 10. 
  
  

A. The selection of varieties must be country 
specific. What is (or had been) in commerce in 
one country may not be in another; and, what 
grows well in one country can be a 'dog' in 
another. And, every country should decide how to 
best go about establishing their list of roses to 
conserve, and how often to revisit the list to make 
additions. 
 
B. No rose should be considered unless it has 
been in commerce for at least 50 years.  
 
C. The fact that some modern roses thrive when 
grafted onto a different rootstock and do not 
perform as well on their own roots cannot be 
taken into consideration. Sufficient data that is 
cultivar-specific will probably never be available. 
 
D. We must give only minimal consideration to 
having a representation of color, classification, 
bloom form, fragrance, date of introduction, 
parentage, and hybridizer; otherwise some of the 
most popular varieties of their time might not 
make the cut.  
 
E. Keeping the list to a bare minimum - perhaps 
only 10-20 cultivars - make our conservation 
efforts more likely to succeed.  
 
F. Perhaps the most controversial, disease-
resistance should NOT be taken into account. 
After all, when these roses were introduced, 
dusting and spraying were standard practices 
embraced by home gardeners.  
 
G. The primary reason for inclusion should be 
historical; in other words, varieties deemed 
worthy of conservation should historically mirror 
the most popular roses grown by the home 
gardener, and the most popular roses grown in 
public gardens. 

 

The Conservation of Modern Roses 

An American Perspective 

                                                                                       Robert Ardini 
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Now for the fun part. What follows, based on the 
criteria listed immediately above, is my list of ten 
roses (in no particular order) which I would like to 
see conserved.  
 
1. New Dawn. The standard by which all other 
large-flowered climbers are measured. Mass 
displays of this variety still prevail over sides of 
houses, and on trellises. It's the very first rose to 
receive a U.S. Patent. I think of it as a 
quintessential American rose - sort of the rose 
counterpart of Aaron Copland's orchestral 
masterpiece Appalachian Spring. 
 
2. First Prize. This top exhibition rose for all of 
the  

1970's found its way into home gardens, likely 
because its sophisticated form was better than 
anything that came before. Add to that its novelty 
of color - one of the very first 'blends' and the 
freckles it develops when it rain spots. It's not 
winter hardy in some climates, but it is so loved 
that some home gardeners simply treated it like 
an annual and replaced it with a new plant each 
year if necessary.  
 
3. Sterling Silver. Yes, it has a reputation as 
being a stingy bloomer; and the color is often 
more gray than mauve. However, being the first 
mass-market mauve, it became beloved and 
remains so to this day. 

 

 
ôNew Dawnõ (photo: Rich Baer, USA) 

 
ôFirst Prizeõ (photo: John Mattia, USA) 

 
ôSterling Silverõ (photo: Rich Baer, USA) 

 
ôAngel Faceõ (photo: Robert Ardini, USA) 
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4. Angel Face. This was a color breakthrough on 
the heels of Sterling Silver, as Angel Face is a 
true mauve without any grayish coloring. Then 
there's the substance which can rival any rose, 
the fragrance - so strong it simply can't be 
ignored, and the golden stamens which expose 
themselves so prominently in the open-bloom 
stage. This variety is still so popular today, it's a 
fixture in most rose catalogs.  
 
5. Sunsprite. Some widely grown yellows came 
before - Eclipse and Kings Ransom both came to 
mine - but once Sunsprite arrived on the scene, it 
usurped the popularity of all of the others. It is 
vigorous, floriferous, and has beautifully-serrated 
shiny green foliage. If it were more disease-
resistant, it might have still been the best yellow 
on the market today. 
 
6. Medallion. Apricots Diamond Jubilee, Apricot 
Nectar and Helen Traubel (technically a pink 
blend) were all very popular, but once Medallion 
was introduced, it became 'the' apricot. Why? 
Because Medallion offered a truer, clearer, 
apricot color, improved vigor and form over its 
predecessors, and quite possibly the largest 
bloom ever to appear on a hybrid tea - even to 
this day. With a good fertilization program, 
Medallion can produce dinner plate sized blooms. 
As if that wasn't enough going for it, a stylized 
version of Medallion (along with Red 
Masterpiece) was chosen to appear on one of the 
more popular U.S. Postage Stamps. 
 
 7. Pascali. I struggled with this choice because, 
in my personal opinion, Evening Star is an even 
better rose overall. However Pascali was, and still 
is, far more widely grown. Sure, Pascali has a 
reputation for small blooms as hybrid teas go; 
but, so what? That's pretty much the worst I can 
say about it. Pascali still holds up against the 21st 
century generation of whites - Sugar Moon, 
Classic Touch, Full Sail, etc., and that says a lot!  
 
8. Peace. Prior to the 1959 introduction of 
Kordes' Perfecta, Peace was the only mass-
market rose to be edged in a color different from 
the rest of the bloom. Few would argue that 
Peace was included in home gardens of the 20th 
century more than any other variety. 

 
ôSunspriteõ (photo: Rich Baer, USA) 

 

 
ôMedallionõ (photo: Rich Baer, USA) 

 

 

 
ôPascaliõ (photo: Rich Baer, USA) 

 

 



13 WFRS Regional Newsletter  9 ð March  2026 
 

9. Starina. Beauty Secret, Cinderella, Green 
Ice, Magic Carrousel, Over the Rainbow and Si 
were all contenders for this spot. What set 
Starina apart from the rest is its orange-red color 
which was perceived as novel for a rose in its 
day. Tropicana was the only other variety of that 
color to receive such mass-market embrace.  
 
10. Mister Lincoln. Crimson Glory, Mirandy, 
Chrysler Imperial, New Yorker and Red 
Masterpiece were all contenders for this spot, 
but I knew it had to go to Mister Lincoln - as it 
has been, and continues to be, featured in more 
home gardens than any of the others. The fact 
that Crimson Glory is found in the bloodlines of 
so many modern roses was not lost on me; but 
sometimes the 'child' is better than its ancestry. 
And, Red Masterpiece may be a better overall 
grower; and, even though it was featured on that 
U.S. Postage Stamp mentioned earlier, I 
presume it never reached the level of popularity 
of Mister Lincoln because it lacks its very strong 
fragrance.  
 
As for other roses that didn't make my cut, but 
also worthy of mention are Queen Elizabeth and 
Blaze. I remember a time when nearly every 
other home garden contained at least one bush 
of one or both of these; however, that era was 
short lived. Time marched on and Queen 
Elizabeth and Blaze seemed to mostly 
disappear, being replaced with Touch of Class. 
And today, most of those bushes of Touch of 
Class have been replaced with Knockout.  
 
When I look to the future to imagine what roses 
might be added to my list - as they reach the 
milestone of 50 years in commerce - names that 
come to mind are Graham Thomas, Gemini, 
Knockout and Overnight Scentsation - because 
it is the only cultivar that went into outer space. 
Only time will tell. 
 
 
 
 Robert Ardini is the Immediate Past Vice 
President for North America of the World 
Federation of Rose Societies and has been 
growing modern roses for over 50 years. 

 
ôPeaceõ (photo: John Mattia, USA) 

 

 
ôStarinaõ (photo: Rich Baer, USA) 

 

 
ôMr. Lincolnõ (photo: Rich Baer, USA) 

 

Reprinted from the 2025 New Zealand Rose Annual 
with permission. 
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People are after ideals! But only in the rarest of 
cases do these ideals become reality, so that 
they become the common property of mankind. 
Such is the fate of plant and flower lovers. We 
wanted a giant rose ï we have got one, so that 
we might want an even bigger one later; we 
have bred pretty little roses, and we are not 
satisfied with all that, we are thinking of all 
shades of colour, and we want blue, brown, 
even black roses. 
It's been that way as long as roses have been 
grown, and it's the same today. Sometimes one 
of them shyly tells the world that he has seen a 
black rose, planted next to an oak tree - of 
course then we get black flowers, because the 
sap of the oak tree turns all the colours black. 
 
"What did you say, did you see a black rose?" 
he is asked over and over again. "Not me, but a 
friend of mine, and he was certain, etc., and 
that's the end of the story. And yet the layman 
does not always willingly mislead the public. The 
bright golden-red enamel with which the setting 
sun drapes the rose soon fades away, giving 
way to a darker hue in which there is no trace of 
red. The white, pink and yellow roses show 
through the leaves in the pitch-black night, but 
the dark red rose is not so different from the 
leaves, for it has become black like the skin of 
an aethiopian. 
 

But I don't want to talk about this optical 
colouring, I want to talk about the fact that some 
of the darker species, when viewed from a 
slightly distance, appear black. I saw this most 
often at Erinnerung an Brod, which was planted. 
against the north side of a wall and its flowers 
 

: 

 
ôPrince Camille de Rohanõ 

from "Le Livre d'Or des Roses" by Paul Hariot, 1903, p. 55 

 

looked black from a distance of less than ten 
paces. Very often, when visiting certain gardens, 
flower lovers have been able to do this when they 
were not allowed to look at the roses up close. But 
let us turn from these illusions to reality. I say to 
the reader that not only have I seen black roses, 
but I have had them in my garden, and this is not a 
fairy tale, it is true. 

 

The Black Rose 

article by Rudolf Geschwind  

published in Kerteszeti Lapok in March 1894, Budapest; 
 translated from Hungarian by Angela Bokor 
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In the past, my garden was often visited by flower 
lovers; when one day the mayor of our town 
came to see it, he suddenly stopped in front of a 
secluded and neglected rose bed and exclaimed 
in amazement: "Ni, what more do we want, here 
is a black rose." I, who was standing in the 
background, hurried over and, to my utter 
astonishment, saw on one of the bushes, on the 
dark red flowering Maxim de la Rocheterie 
(Vigneron 1872), a rose in a bright black colour, if 
you looked closely, very closely, you could see a 
faint dark red beneath the velvet of the black 
colour.  
This rose was opening on a very short, barely 
viable branch, and that was probably the reason 
why, despite the fact that we used the buds for 
propagation, not a single bud survived. And the 
flowers that grew that year and the following year 
on that stem, they were not black. 
 
I must not omit to mention that the bed on which 
the black rose grew lay in the shade of a tall 
walnut tree. A few years have passed since then, 
and I had quite forgotten this incidence when, on 
a morning walk, I came upon a tall remontant 
rose, the Prince Camille de Rohan (E. Verdier 
1862), and who can describe my joy and 
astonishment at seeing on the crown of the rose 
not one, but twenty or more open flowers, all in 
the most beautiful black. 
 
I quickly called my wife and friends, who were all 
very much astonished at the colour I saw, for in 
this case the reddish glow was not visible under 
the black colour, as in the Maxime de la 
Rocheterien ; it is true that the black colour was 
not so bright, but was a pale velvety, but jet 
black, the ideal of the black rose. Now what to do 
to fix this colour? I quickly decided and selected 
three flowering branches for budding and, 
knowing that this variety would produce many 
seeds, I left the other branches untouched, which 
then bore many fruit in the autumn. 
 

It was striking that both Maxime de la Rocheterie 
and Prince Camille de Rohan produced black 
flowers in the same soil conditions. In a sheltered 
place, in a little shade, in a deep iron-rich soil 
mixed with meadow soil, without any fertilizer and 
among walnut roots. I had to think that this latter 
condition was the decisive factor in producing the 
black flowers. 
 

This time I was luckier with the budding. Almost 
all the buds sprouted next spring and I didn't 
prune the shoots to see the new flowers as soon 
as possible. In July, indeed they opened up, but 
they were not black, they were the velvety 
brownish crimson of Prince Camille de Rohan.  
 
After this unpleasant disappointment, I was 
curious about the specimens grown from seeds. I 
planted the seeds in November in prepared soil 
and they sprouted in April and May, and some of 
them even opened as 15 cm high sprouts in 
August and September. I wrote the following 
about these flowers in my notebook at the time: 
 
122. Semi-double, crimson, similar to Gloire de 
Rosomane.  
434. Crimson with violet, full, difficult to open the 
flower 
1140. Quite full, similar to the Souvenir du 
Président Lincoln.  
390. dark red , with crimson violet, full flowers.  
159. violet-coloured, difficult to open.  
520. Dark velvety, semi-double.  
158. purple-violet, semi-double 
176. similar to Prince de Ternoir.  
907.Velvety black with a bright red centre.  
144.Similar to 176 but brighter   
1117.Semi-double, bluish crimson.  
483. Beautiful dark violet, almost black.  
1192. dark red, small.  
489. Purple violet, small.  
434, 159, 520, 166, 907, 144, 483. are still in my 
garden, but the others have died. Many changed 
colour at transplanting, one darker, the other 
lighter. 
 
It is clear from what has been said that the pure 
black rose is not a figment of the imagination, but 
must sooner or later become a permanent 
ornament of the flowerbed. 
That we have not yet managed to breed it, the 
reason for this is not only the sloppiness of the 
seed growers, but also the fashionable 
foolishness of flower lovers who for years have 
sought only pink remontans and yellowish tea 
roses and have carefully avoided mixed colours. 
I'm convinced that if the old French gardeners  
had searched with patience and consideration, 
we would have black roses today. Just look at the 
dark colour of the roses we had 50 years ago: 
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.a) among the roses of Provence.  
 
Urika. The colour of the bush itself is dark 
purple, the flower is brownish, large to 
medium sized, very compact, 
hemispherical. A beautiful flower.  
 
Ombre précieuse. Produced in Laaken in 
1824. Velvety dark brown, medium size. 
Ornamental flower. 
 
 Belle Africaine. Velvety purple-black, very 
compact, small, regularly convex.  
 
Maceca nova. Velvety, dark crimson 
brown, semi-double, medium size.  
 
Proserpine. Blackish crimson, with bronze 
enamel in the sun, full, medium size, 
velvety. 
 
 La Noire de Hollande. The flower is not 
very full, but it is a beautiful violet with a 
beautiful blackish violet colour. 
 
 La superbe en brun. Dark crimson with 
sharply outlined brown spots.  
 
Le velours noir. The flowers are large, full, 
very dark crimson, almost dark brown. 
 

b) Bengal hybrids.  
 
Miralda. Dark crimson with crimson to black 
shades 
Yolande Fontaine black and violet, very dark.  
 
This list could be extended, to prove that the old 
French gardeners had enough material available 
to them. to breed very dark, possibly black roses. 
As far as multi flowering roses are concerned, 
they have never lacked, and still do not lack, 
different shades of dark colour. 
 
It is even claimed that the royal gardener of 
Monza grew black roses many years ago, but 
there is no doubt that there are many suitable 
material among the newer multi flowering 
varieties for growing black roses. We can only 
 
 
 

mention the Deuil de F. Villermoz, which is a 
velvety purple-black, and the Souvenir de 
Madame Léon Lille, which is a very dark reddish 
black velvet. 
 
Among the remontants :Alexandre Dumas, 
velvety crimson-black; Alsace-Lorraine velvety 
blackish red; Baron Bonstetten velvety blackish 
crimson ;Deuil du Colonel Deafer velvety blackish 
purple; Directeur Alphand, dark blackish velvety 
purple ; with brown: Empereur du Maroc, dark 
purple-black with velvety shine ;Jean Liabaud, 
velvety dark blackish crimson ;Prince Camille du 
Rohan, velvety dark chestnut-brown crimson; 
Souvenir de William Wood  dark blackish purple 
Tartarus dark crimson, often violet playing black 
;Vulcain dark violet  ;Xavier Olibo velvety black, 
shaded with amaranth and flame red ;Pierre 
Notting black and red violet shades;Rowland Hill, 
dark red with a chestnut-brown satin finish 
;Emperor dark red, almost black; Francois 
Gaulein red, shades of black ; and Maxime de la 
Rocheterie  black with violet, etc.  
 
There are many good seed-bearers among them, 
and if there were anyone who did not garden for 
a living, he would find many precious pearls on 
his way while he was looking for black roses. 
 
 
 

 
ôX(avier Oliboõ  (Germany, Labenz rosenpark) 
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  The Three Robins                    Erich Unmuth 

                                                                                                 Rosenkultivarium, Baden 

 

Once again, I would like to emphasise the 
shrub-like nature of roses. Even when they 
are not in bloom, some roses display their 
characteristics in the depths of winter.  
 
Two excellent examples of this are the two 
varieties bred by Louis Lens: 'Pink Robin'  
 

 

and óRed Robin'. These two roses are probably sibling 
seedlings, at least they have the same parents: 
 R. helenae x óRobin Hoodô.  
 
These are tall-growing shrubs, which used to flower 
here profusely end of May and are notable in October 
for their striking leaf colour. However, this is merely 
 
 

                 ôRed Robinõ (Louis Lens, 1992) 

                      photo: Europa-Rosarium, Sangerhausen 
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a prelude: when leafless, their bright red 
branches outshine even those of Cornus 
sanguinea, an ornamental shrub renowned 
for its striking appearance.  
 
The extraordinary display of colours lasts 
for several weeks and was particularly 
striking this year because there was a 
layer of snow on the ground again for a 
few days, providing a great contrast after 
several years without snow. 
 
The Chinese species, Rosa helenae 
Rehder & E. H. Wilson, also exhibits slight 
discolouration of the branches in winter. 
 
This winter, a 'third robin' ensured that 
gardening at temperatures around 0°C 
was colourful, entertaining and varied! 
 

 
ôRed Robinõ foliage in autumn 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ôPink Robinõ 18.01.2026  

 
ôPink Robinõ 18.01.2026  
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ôPink Robinõ, 7.02.2026 

 
Rosa helenae, 7.02.2026  

 

 
ôRed Robinõ ð autumn leaves 

 
ôPink Robinõ  

 

 the third robin 
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Rose Heritage of Southern Ukraine: 

Creating Harmony Amidst Loss 

                                                                  Galyna Mykytynets 
Our small private garden was located in southern 
Ukraine, in the town Melitopol (since February 
2022, the town has been under the temporary 
occupation of the russian federation).  
 
Geographically, it belongs to the Azov region, 
approximately 50 kilometers north of the Sea of 
Azov. Due to the war of aggression and the 
subsequent occupation, our family was forced to 
leave our home and garden in February 2022.  
 
To this day, we do not know what has happened 
to our garden or plants, as the property is 
currently occupied by unknown individuals who  

settled there illegally and without our consent. 
When we purchased the house in 2001, the plot 
was an old fruit garden (apricots, sweet cherries, 
and plums) situated on a steep slope and 
covering approximately half an acre ï about 20 
meters wide and 100 meters long downhill 
 
Starting in 2009, we began to restructure the 
space by building terraces from natural stone and 
creating areas for flower beds and ornamental 
plantings. Over the next twelve years, the garden 
grew to include around 900 rose bushes 
representing more than 700 rose cultivars from 
different horticultural groups. 
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